
read when they have “good days” and
“bad days.” Animals don’t exhibit pain
and discomfort like humans do, and
that can contribute to the confusion
about when it’s time to let them go.

“You don’t want to shortchange
them, but you don’t want to let them
suffer,” Crosier said. “Whether it’s
your veterinarian, a trusted vet tech or
a friend, talk about it.

“I always tell people to think about
when their bad days outweigh their
good days,” Crosier said. “Is the pet
eating or having trouble with mobility?
Is it breathing normal or is it labored
or fast? Some of these questions can
help guide owners.”

And, ask yourself, “Am I keeping
him alive for me or for him?”

When the time does come, some

DEALINGWITH GRIEF

When a pet is dying, owners face options
The death of a pet is like riding a

roller coaster.
If the ride ends abruptly with

an accident or rapid illness, the jolt can
send you reeling.

If your pet is old or
terminally ill, the
slow ascent to the
tipping point where a
decision has to be
made is filled with
anxious anticipation.
Then you get that
sick feeling in your
stomach as the rush
to the end begins.

I know that neither
way is easy. I’ve lost
pets in as few as four
days and watched

others decline over weeks or months.
As hard as it is to hear your pet is

dying, at least it gives you time to plan
how you will manage their illness dur-
ing the time you have left and what you
will do with their body.

“If your pet has a long-term illness,
communicate with your vet on a reg-
ular basis,” said Dr. Michelle Crosier of
Lums Pond Animal Hospital. “Even if
you don’t want to hear what your vet
has to say, talking through it will help.”

In addition to helping you know
when it’s time to euthanize to spare the
pet needless suffering, a veterinarian
can help you provide hospice care,
such as medications that relieve pain
and special diets. They also can recom-
mend support groups for people who
know they are about to lose their pet
and for people who are grieving a loss.

Ultimately the decision to euthanize
your pet should be based on the pet’s
condition, which can be really hard to

DELAWARE
PETS
DEBORAH
LUCAS

See PETS, Page B7
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Aahhh ... snow days.
Time to find that sled, sip

some hot chocolate and let the
kids hunker down on the couch in
front of a good movie – that is, if the
snow day happens to fall on a week-
end.

But what do parents do when a foot
of snow has fallen and schools are
closed – and what do parents do when
it’s snowed over and over and over
again, and those snow days are piling
up – with more in the forecast?

Somemoms and dads can take
turns switching off on days so nei-
ther’s vacation time gets slammed.
Other parents might be lucky enough
to have Grandma or Grandpa watch
their little ones, or even a helpful

neighbor take care of their kids, but
those baby-sitting options aren’t
readily available to most parents. Still
others have before- or after-care
programs that will allow parents to
use them on snow days.

Some parents just take a day off.
Some work from home, but have to
put up with lots of interruptions or
find ways to keep kids occupied and
quiet during calls or other kinds of
work that would normally be done in
the office.

David McGowan of Bear took his
son, Nathan, 4, home during a recent
workday and telecommuted from
there, attending meetings through
conference calls and working on the
computer. He says Nathan is easy to
entertain.

Nathan McGowan, 4, helps his dad, David, shovel snow to make a snowman in Bear. BETSY PRICE/THE NEWS JOURNAL

PLANNING AHEAD

SNOWDAYS
Aswinter weather keeps coming and schools
keep closing, working parents find planning
ahead and community programs help

When schools are closed, check into
community programs at the Y,
community centers or day cares.
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTOSee SNOW, Page B7

By Karen James
Special to The News Journal

of an old manor house with closed
doors and back staircases and the howl-
ing wind. It has all the components of
what could be a creaky melodrama.

And yet by the end of the play, direc-
tor Steve Tague and the spot-on cast at
the University of Delaware’s Resident
Ensemble Players (REP) had the sold-
out audience in the palm of their col-
lective hands. People were actually
leaning forward in their seats and whis-
pering guesses to one another. What
fun!

Creating the physical atmosphere is
critical in staging a work of this genre.
The set, lights, costumes and sound
have to carry many messages without
either overstepping the dramatic con-
ventions or taking the verve out of the
players’ work. Here, the stagecraft is

perfectly balanced.
On entering, the audience is practi-

cally enveloped by the Great Hall at
Monkswell Manor. The proscenium
seems to have been widened for C.
David Russell’s soaring set, with a
huge, elegant window center stage that
sets the tone almost as vividly as the
room itself. Snow is falling outside the
great window – and because there was
actually snow falling outside the thea-
tre, the audience was part of the setting
from the start.

Eileen Smitheimer’s elegant sound
design never tipped over into the
mawkish – moans and creaks and sighs
kept creeping in and out, cleverly on
the right side of aural expectations.

Most everyone knows Agatha Chris-
tie’s iconic mystery novels – she wrote
79 in all – many featuring her famous
sleuthsMissMarple and Hercule Poirot.

But Dame Agatha also wrote over a
dozen plays. Historically, she’s one of
the most successful playwrights (per-
haps even more than Shakespeare), and
“TheMousetrap” is considered one of
her best stage works.

This classic murder mystery is part-
ly an affectionate send-up of the very
icons the playwright helped to create:
the locked-roommystery, with charac-
ters right out of a game of Clue, in-
cluding the keen detective gathering
the suspects together in the main salon

THEATER REVIEW

REP’s excellent ‘Mousetrap’ keeps audience guessing

Elizabeth Heflin as Mollie and Lee Ernst as
Mr. Paravicini. COURTESY OF PAUL CERRO See REP, Page B7

By Gail Obenreder
Special to The News Journal

» 7 DAYS TO GO

Submit summer camp info
for our annual guide

Last year’s annual summer camp
guide had more than 1,000 camps listed.
This year, it will publish in late February.
The deadline for local institutions to
have their camp information placed in
our database is 5 p.m. Monday.

To have your full-day, half-day,
education or specialty specialty camp
included, input your lists at delaware
online.com/summercamps. Listings of
basic information are free. Ads are
available for more extensive details.

Questions about listings? Call Deb
Lucas at (302) 324-2852. Questions
about ads? Call Barbara at (302) 324-
2635.

» ‘FROZEN’ SING-ALONG

Penn Cinema schedules
interactive showings

Did you or some cherubs you know
love the hit Disney movie, “Frozen?” If
so, here’s your change to sing along as
the film unspools.

The Penn Cinema Riverfront in
Wilmington will show a sing-along
version of the movie at 11:45 a.m. and
7:45 p.m. Friday through Feb. 6. One of
the songs, “Let it Go,” earned an Acad-
emy Award nomination for best tune.

» CRAFT OF THEWEEK

Chinese New Year Lantern
celebrates lunar new year

Chinese New Year is a 15-day festival
that begins Friday, the first full moon
after Jan. 21, and is comprised of tradi-
tional games, gifts, parades and feasts.
At the conclusion of the Chinese New
Year, a Lantern Festival is held and
throngs of people join in.

Construction paper, two red, one
yellow

Scissors
Stapler
Ruler
Pencil
Marker

1. Measure and cut off 1 inch from
the short end of the yellow paper and
discard.

2. Roll the remaining yellow paper
into a cylinder shape and secure with
staples. This will be the lantern light.

3. Fold the red paper in half length-
wise. Starting at one end, draw a series
of lines across the paper that measure
1-inch apart. Lines should start at the
fold and end approximately 1 inch from
the opposite end. Cut through these
lines.

4. Open the red paper, wrap it
around the yellow cylinder, making sure
the top and bottom edges line up;
staple it in place.

5. Measure and cut a 1-inch strip
from a different piece of red paper.

6. Write “Gung Hay Fat Choy” (which
means “Happy New Year”) on the strip,
then staple it across the upper end of
the lantern to become the handle.

—Denise Morrison Yearian



PET-RELATED EVENTS
» If you live in the 19801 ZIP code, you can get your cats
and kittens ages 4 months and older spayed or neutered
for free at the Delaware Humane Association in Wilming-
ton. Call (302) 571-0111 or visit dehumane.org/spayneuter.

» Senior Dog Haven and Hospice will hold its annual
Wage &Whiskers Wedding fundraiser at 2 p.m. Feb. 15 at
Masci Hall, St. Helena’s R.C. Church on Philadelphia Pike
in Wilmington. $40 per person; $75 for two. Buy a Heart
of Hope box for $25 for a chance to win a piece of jewel-
ry and other gifts. Reserve your seat at seniordoghave-
n.org and click events.

people can’t bear to be
with their pet when it is
euthanized. Other peo-
ple want their family
and/or friends with
them. For example, if
your son or daughter is
away at college and the
family pet has to be put
down, talk to them
about whether or not
they want to be there
and plan accordingly.

Among the many
decisions about eutha-
nasia is when and
where it will be done.
Do you want to do it in
the vet’s office, or do
you want the vet to
come to your home?

But the decision of
when should be based
on the pet; if he or she is
suffering and you can’t
get to your vet, toss the
plan and head to the
24-hour emergency vet.

Then there is the
question of what to do
with the body.

According to the
Delaware Department
of Agriculture, there is
no prohibition against
burying your pet on
your property, but they
advise placing the
grave away from any
water source and mak-
ing it deep enough that
it won’t draw predators.
There also are pet cem-
eteries in the area.

Most people opt for
cremation, Crosier said.
If you have your pet
euthanized at your vet’s
office, he or she can
have the body picked up
by a cremation service
and the ashes returned
there for you to pick up.

Crosier has often
gone to the homes of
clients who want to

euthanize their pets at
home.

Rob Mayer, co-owner
of Delaware Pet Crema-
tion in Wilmington,
works with several area
veterinarians, including
Crosier, who provide
at-home euthanasia
services.

“We do house calls if
a pet dies at home or is
euthanized at home, or
people can bring their
pets here,” he said. If
your vet doesn’t do
in-home euthanasia, he
can help you make ar-
rangements.

Mayer and his wife,
Kathy, are animal lov-
ers. After years in the
restaurant business, he
had a chance to join the
join the crematorium
and later became an
owner.

With the remains you
can opt for a paw print
in plaster and a lock of
hair. There also are a
selection of urns and
memory boxes. Some
come standard with the
service and others cost
extra.

“Everything depends
on the individual,”
Mayer said.

For those who can’t
afford or don’t want an
individual, their pet’s

ashes are spread on a
farm in Pennsylvania.
You also can be present
during the cremation.

Mayer encourages
anyone who is thinking
about cremation to give
him a call or visit his
website theanimalsoul-
.com. He also offers
grief counseling.

And, like Crosier, he
recommends talking
with friends and family
and taking some time to
really think about the
decision to euthanize or
cremate. They both also
are fans of letting your
pet go on a “good day.”

“Grieving for your
pet begins when you get
the diagnosis,” Mayer
said. “You need to enjoy
them while you can and
know when it’s time to
let them go. With my
rottie, we let him go on
a good day when we
could take a hike,”
Mayer said. “You don’t
have to beat yourself up
for it. You can have a
really good memory of
that last day with him
instead of him strug-
gling and looking up for
help.”

Delaware Pets is written by animal-
lover Deb Lucas, dlucas@delaware
pets.com or (302) 324-2852.

Pets: Cremation an option
Continued from Page B5

SNOWDAY STRATEGIES
» Anticipate snow days. The key to dealing with snow
days is long- and short-term planning for a weather emer-
gency. Talk to your employer before a snow day about
telecommuting during weather emergencies. Or make
tentative arrangements to have a friend watch your kids. In
the short term, keep an eye on the forecast. If you already
work at home, you still need a snow day plan. Keep these
independent activities for kids in mind, though your kids
might be more accustomed to seeing work from home than
occasional telecommuters’.

» Telecommute. For parents working in offices, occasional
telecommuting might be the answer to the snow day dilem-
ma. However, some employers are more lenient about
expected productivity during weather emergencies, since
employees who do make it in the office often come late and
leave early. Still, you should lay out some work-at-home
ground rules to ensure you can get work accomplished,
particularly if you’d like to telecommute more often.

» Use the electronic baby-sitter. Snow day can be the
perfect excuse to just let the kids relax and watch some TV.
If you know a snow day is possible, think ahead and rent
some movies the kids haven”t seen.

» Get help from friends and relatives. If a grandparent
or other relative lives close and will watch your kids, that
makes your life a lot easier (and more fun for the kids). But
transportation for the caregiver or children can be prob-
lematic. And if someone volunteers to watch your kids, be
sure to thank them with a gift or other kindness. This is, of
course, just good manners, but also it makes themmore
likely to do it again.

» Kid swap. Arrange a play date at a nearby friend’s
house for this school cancellation, but the next time you
host. More children in your home sounds like less produc-
tivity, I know, but I find that because it keeps kids’ boredom
at bay, I am more productive.

» Take the day off. Probably not the ideal solution, but if
you can trade this duty with your spouse, it probably won’t
be necessary too often.

» Change plans. If your schedule is flexible, switch a
weekend plan with the snow day. If fixing the kitchen sink
is on your weekend to-do list, do it during the snow day.
On the weekend when your spouse can watch the kids,
catch up at work.

Source: workathomemoms.about.com/
od/balancingworkfamily/a/snowday.htm

them – they really try to
get here,” she says.

With any luck, all this
frozen precipitation will
end soon. Then the next
trick parents will have to
master is coping with
school systems adding
days back into the calen-
dar – and messing up
planned vacations.

“I just plan what I
need to do with my work-
day first,” he says. “Then
I plan a workday for him.
His workday is a lot more
fun – toys, videos and
chicken nuggets for
lunch.”

But some have to go to
work no matter what, and
there are programs in
place that will help work-
ing moms and dads.

For Melanie Thomp-
son of Wilmington, the
snow-day process is
“seamless,” she said.

On a snow day, her
10-year-old son partici-
pates in the “School’s Out”
program at the Siegel
Jewish Community Cen-
ter in NorthWilmington.
He’s dropped off anytime
after 7:15 a.m. and is
picked up by 6 p.m. She
considers herself lucky to
have such a nice arrange-
ment with the JCC.

“If there’s a snow day,
(the JCC) is always
there,” she says. If the
JCC didn’t exist, she
would consider the
YMCA after-school pro-
grams a good option.

The “School’s Out”
program run by the JCC
is specifically offered on
days when school is
closed during the school
year. The program pro-
vides structured activ-
ities for children in
grades K-6 and occurs on
days when school dis-
tricts do not have school
but parents are still in
work, said Abbey Hen-
kin, Director of Youth,
Family & Teens.

The kids swim, play
games, do arts and crafts
and other organized ac-
tivities, says Henkin,
who added that “School’s
Out” days take place
during holidays and in-
service days, and follow
the Brandywine School
District calendar. The
JCC program is open to
members and non-mem-
bers alike.

For other moms and
dads, it’s off to the tried-
and-true day care cen-
ters, such as Children of
America in Hockessin.

“On the days schools
are closed for snow, we
get all of our usual kids as
well as the before- and
after-care kids for the
whole day,” said Simone
DuQuesnay, director of
the day care site.

“We offer a typical
educational curriculum
but we do throw in some
extras,” she said. “If it’s
32 degrees – we can take
them out to play in the

snow, but when it’s too
cold, the teachers have to
be more creative with
indoor activities.”

Employees of day care
centers and community-
based child care centers
“persevere” to get to
work in the snow, Du-
Quesnay said.

“Our staff – God bless

Snow: Some kids play at
JCC; others play at home
Continued from Page B5

The JCC’s “School’s Out” program provides structured
activities for children in grades K-6 when school districts
do not have school but parents are still in work. COURTESY OF
SIEGEL JCC

IF YOU GO
WHAT: Agatha Christie’s
“The Mousetrap”

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday and
Feb. 6, 7 and 8; 2 p.m.
Saturday and Feb. 8 and 9.

WHERE: Thompson Thea-
tre, Roselle Center for the
Arts, 110 Orchard Road,
Newark

TICKETS: $22-$28

FORMORE INFORMA-
TION: (302) 831-2204;
www.rep.udel.edu

Lighting byMatt Rich-
ards was spooky without
being silly, with a perfect
sense of comment on
theatrical conventions –
and the Act II opening
light sequence had a
classical elegance that
somehowmerged right
into the action.

The director has to
have a sure yet relaxed
hand on this kind of pro-
duction, so that it moves
swiftly but doesn’t leave
anyone in the audience
behind. Director Steve
Tague (a gifted REP ac-
tor as well) skillfully
walks the directorial
tightrope between whim-
sy and action, giving his
players freedom to cre-
ate vivid characters yet
keeping them all on the
same train.

An ensemble show
like this – all characters
clearly defined with
almost equal stage time –
is a perfect match for the
REP.

The eight players
include some beloved
Christie characters:
naïve guest house owners
Mollie and Giles Ralston
(Elizabeth Heflin and
Mic Matarrese); the
flamboyantly lovable
young architect Christo-
pher Wren (guest artist
Jeffrey C. Hawkins); a
doyenne of better days,
Mrs. Boyle (Kathleen
Pirkl Tague); stiff-upper-

lippedMajor Metcalf
(Stephen Pelinski); Miss
Casewell, a liberated
young woman (Deena
Burke); the mysterious
foreigner Mr. Paravicini
(Lee Ernst); and the ever-
necessary Detective

Sergeant Trotter (Mi-
chael Gotch). It’s just not
possible to single out any
one of these actors –
wearing iconic 50s cloth-
ing also by C. David Rus-
sell – because the perfor-
mances, abetted by the
playwright’s skill, are so
well-balanced.

What else can you say
about a play that’s been
running since 1952 in
London? (That’s 62 years
and over 25,000 perfor-
mances, if you like statis-
tics.) Well, you can say,
“Go see it and have a
great time.” The audi-
ence is always sworn to
secrecy at the end of the
performance, so if you
want to know who did it –
and it’s not the butler;
there is none – get thee to
the REP!

Gail Obenreder is an arts professional,
writer and producer fromWilmington.

REP: Eight players in production
Continued from Page B5
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OBITUARIES
(March 26, 1927 - January

24, 2014)
Age 86, of Wilmington, DE,

died peacefully on January
24, 2014, due to complica-
tions from pnemonia and
congestive heart failure.
Those who knew him know

what joy he brought to oth-
ers, especially his family,
friends and caregivers. The
love he gave to those special
to him can only be described
as pure, selfless, and uncon-
ditional. His bright spirit
and genuine character will
be missed by all.
He is survived by his chil-

dren, Christopher Bend-
er, Jennifer Bender, Lise

Throneburgh, Tracy Ra-
jkowski, and Erika Bender,
and their families which in-
clude 8 grandchildren.
Friends and family may

call at the Charles P. Arcaro
Funeral Home, 2309 Lan-
caster Ave. in Wilmington,
on Friday evening, January
31 from 4pm - 6pm. Funeral
Services will be held pri-
vately.
In lieu of flowers, contri-

butions may be made in his
memory to Heartland Hos-
pice, 256 Chapman Rd., Suite
102, Newark, DE 19702.
arcarofuneralhome.com

(302)658-9095

JOHN J. BENDER

CatherineA. (Walling) Boy-
er, known fondly as “Kitty”,
age 76, of Middletown, DE,
and formerly of Delaware
City, DE, passed away peace-
fully at her home on Friday,
January 24, 2014.
Born in Wilmington, Dela-

ware on March 24, 1937,
Kitty was a daughter of the
late Jesse Walling and Ann
Steele Larimore. A savvy
business woman and true
people person, she com-
bined her many talents
and pursued the American
dream of opening her own
restaurant. She owned and
operated Kitty’s Corner on
Clinton Street in Delaware
City, and later opened a larg-
er venue on the same street,
which she named, Kitty’s.
Her gregarious personality
and kind disposition made
patrons of all ages who vis-
ited feel more like family
members than customers.
Kitty was a past president

of the Delaware City Fire
Department’s Lady Auxil-
iary and enjoyed the many
friendships she created
there. She relished going
to Seaford each year with
the fire company to attend
the annual Seaford Softball
Tournament, and after-
wards, looked forward to
heading to Ocean City, MD
to spend time at the beach.

After her retirement, Kitty
liked to try her luck at the
slots at Delaware Park and
in Atlantic City. Above all
else, she was a devoted wife,
mother, sister, grandmoth-
er, great grandmother, aunt
and friend.
In addition to her parents,

she was preceded in death
by her husband, John F.
Boyer, Jr., who passed away
in 2009. Kitty is survived
by her daughter, Georgiana
Williams of Middletown;
son, Wally W. Poppe and
wife Tammy of Delaware
City; stepdaughter, Lynn
M. Williams of Lewes; step-
son, John L. Boyer and
wife Amy of Bear; brother-
in-law, Francis Weaver of
New Castle; sister and best
friend, Jane Huff of New
Castle; 8 grandchildren; 2
great grandchildren; de-
voted friend, Rose Yarbro
of Middletown; and many
nieces and nephews.
A funeral service will be

held at 9:30 am on Friday
morning, January 31, 2014,
at the Spicer-Mullikin Fu-
neral Home, 214 Clinton
Street, Delaware City, DE,
where friends may call from
8:30 am until 9:30 am. Inter-
ment will follow in the Dela-
ware Veterans Memorial
Cemetery, 2465 Chesapeake
City Road, Bear, DE.
In lieu of flowers, memo-

rial contributions in Kitty’s
name may be made to the
Delaware City Fire Com-
pany, P.O. Box 251, Delaware
City, DE 19706 or toDelaware
Hospice 16 Polly Drummond
Center, 2nd Floor, Newark,
DE 19711.
To sign guest book, visit
spicermullikin.com
SPICER-MULLIKIN
FUNERAL HOMES
& CREMATORY
302-328-2213

CATHERINE A. (WALLING) BOYER “KITTY”
AGE: 76 • MIDDLETOWN

Virginia Daniels Fiore
“Cee”, 71, of Townsend, DE
passed away peacefully with
her family on Sunday, Janu-
ary 26, 2014.
Services will be held on

Friday, January 31st at 11
am at Daniels & Hutchison
Funeral Home, 212 N. Broad
Street, Middletown, DE.
Visitation will be Thursday
evening from 6-8 pm at the
Funeral Home. Interment
will be at Townsend Cem-
etery. On-line condolences
can be sent at www.daniels-
hutchison.com

VIRGINIA “CEE” FIORE
AGE: 71 • TOWNSEND

call

762-0334

• Simple
• Economic

• Dignified
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can be placed by calling
(302) 324-2308

Or email:
obituary@delawareonline.com

Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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